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Paws for thought!  [by Molly] 

A Letter from The Manse 

I  heard Mum say the other day that she could do 
with a new pair of feet!  I think it’s something to do 

with this challenge she is doing.  Anyway, I know how 
she feels, and it’s quite reassuring to not be the only 
one stumbling about the manse, as the old bones 
wake up in the morning! 
 
To be honest, I wasn’t too sure that I would get to see 
this new year—I really am an old, Old English 
Sheepdog, but here I am and looking forward to my 
12th birthday this month …. I suppose that will make 
me 84 in your years!  My old pal Barney would never 
have believed I’d make it this far I’m sure, but that’s 
what’s so good about it—every day is like a new and 
unexpected gift!  I might not have the same energy as I 
did as a young pup, but it’s still a new day to enjoy! 

I suppose us dogs are quite blessed in that we are 

always looking forward rather than back …. always on 

the look out for the next wee treat that might be 

coming around the corner……Mmmm, some buttered 

toast would be lovely!  Anyway, I hope there are some 

good things around the corner for you all this year—

Mum says God is always faithful and provides—but 

even I’m a bit doubtful that might stretch to a new pair 

of feet for Her! 

 

 
Dear All,  
 

H appy New Year and best wishes for 2012!  I wonder what lies ahead?  I keep waiting for the snow to 
appear…..this year we were really prepared at the manse and it didn’t come!  Mind you, I can remember as a 

child building a snowman in March, so there is still plenty of time!   
 
I suppose that’s the thing about any new year, we don’t really know what lies ahead so that’s what makes it 
somewhat exciting and a little daunting too! 
 

Well, for me I know this year is going to involve lots of exercise as I’m doing the 2012 
Olympic Gold Challenge to raise money for Poppy Scotland [Earl Haig Fund].  I have to cover 
2012km [which is 1250miles] before the opening ceremony at the end of July, so I’m 
running, rowing, cycling and walking day by day to reach the target.  You can see my 
progress and/or sponsor me at https://www.goldchallenge.org/gc/user/lezleystewart or at 
the Kirk of course!  I’m hoping to raise £2012 for Poppy Scotland if possible – far more 
realistic than ever winning an Olympic Gold Medal anyway!! 

 
However, the New Year is beginning with a challenge for us all in the Church of Scotland, as we take part in a 
National Stewardship Programme, and for Currie Kirk this means time to focus our thoughts on how we use God’s 
gift of time in a Stewardship Season.  You’ll find more details within these pages, and I hope you’ll engage with the 
spirit of this campaign.   
 
Of course, it doesn’t take a new year to remind us that the Church faces many challenges in the present time, but 
perhaps we can use the new year as a reminder of the new beginning that God offers each and every day, and that 
with God, all things are possible.  Let us embrace this new year in faith, knowing God is always with us. 
 
God Bless,  
 
Lezley J. Stewart   

https://www.goldchallenge.org/gc/user/lezleystewart
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“Behold, I am making all things new” 
 

Lord, at this time of new beginnings, as the old year gives way to the new we look back to what has gone and 
forward to what is yet to be. 

 
We reflect on what has been: 

¶ Bereavement 

¶ Illness 

¶ Unemployment 

¶ Celebrations 

¶ The birth of a child 

¶ A family wedding 
 
Lord, you have been with us in all that has been.  Continue to be with us; with those who face this year without a 

loved one; those who continue to be unemployed and unemployable; all who feel their human dignity 
diminished; all who look back with dread and forward with fear for what the future may hold. 

 
We reflect on what is yet to be:  

¶ Our hopes and dreams 

¶ Plans for this new year 

¶ New possibilities and opportunities 

¶ The same old, same old 

¶ Uncertainty and anxiety 

¶ The unforeseen circumstances of life 
 
Lord, be with us in the future, as you have been in the past and are with us in the present.  You are the One who 
makes all things new.  In this new year renew us in faith, hope and love that in all the challenges and changes of 

life we may remain faithful  as you are faithful. 
 

Amen 

T hank you to all who make regular donations to Fresh Start.   All donations are welcome and 
appreciated.   Each month in 2012 I invite you to make a contribution.   The Monthly items will be printed 

in the order of service.   Ordinary contributions will always be welcome, and can be placed in the boxes in the 
Gibson Craig Hall, Link Building and Kirk House.   If you have never helped before, please consider joining 
in.   Let’s make a FRESH START in 2012 for new home owners.    
Thank you,  
Elizabeth Wood. 
  
FOCUS ON FRESH START 2012 
These are some of the items that are needed for Starter Packs. 
  

  

 
January  Soap, tooth brushes, tooth paste 
February  Towels, face cloths 
March Soup Pots, frying pans, milk pans 
April Toilet rolls 
May Dinner plates, side plates, cereal 

bowls 

July Wooden spoons, slotted serving 
spoons, tin openers, peelers 

August  Cutlery 
September  Dust pans, brushes, rubbish bags 
October Washing up liquid, washing up basins, 

toilet rolls 
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 National Stewardship Programme—Challenge to the Church 
 

T he theme of our magazine this month is New Beginnings and that’s exactly what the General Assembly agreed in 
May last year when it decided to instruct all congregations to participate in a national stewardship programme 

starting in 2012.  The Programme offers individual congregations a number of stewardship options and the Currie Kirk 
Stewardship Planning Group has decided to adopt what’s known as the ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ approach.  This approach 
gives us the opportunity to explore the different elements of Christian stewardship (the giving of time, talents and 
money) separately over a three year period, with a month each year being designated as our stewardship season.  
 February will be Currie Kirk’s {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ.  The first Sunday of February will be the Heriot Watt 
University Anniversary Service (featured elsewhere in this Clipboard) but on the second, third and fourth Sundays our 
worship will focus on the Christian giving of time.  Next year we will turn our thoughts to the Christian giving of talents 
and in February 2014 we will think again about the Christian giving of money.  
 We have been instructed to send the following leaflet to all our members; it includes a letter from the 
Moderator of the General Assembly.  
 

From the Rt Rev David Arnott, Moderator of the General Assembly— 

to all who are part of the Church of Scotland 
 

I  never cease to be amazed by the generosity of Church of Scotland members and regular 
worshippers.  Over many years you have shown your gratitude to God and the extent of 

your faith by your continuing generosity.  You have enabled your local congregation and the 
national church to keep on doing its job. 
 I do want to thank you on behalf of our church.  Your givings help to maintain a strong 
church.  Your own congregation helps to set the tone for the community where you live.  It 
sets the tone by encouraging people to look beyond themselves in service to God; it helps to 
encourage the young and provide a role model; it cares for the vulnerable at every stage.  
Above all, it points people to a Lord who gave of himself so generously for the world. 
 Thank you for your continuing support and generosity.  They, and you, are helping to make the church what it is. 
 
Yours sincerely 
A David K Arnott 

 

Why do we give? 
 

¶ We give to say ‘thank you’ for God’s gift of life in his world. 

¶ We give to say ‘thank you’ for God’s love day by day. 

¶ We give to say ‘thank you’ to God for new life in Christ. 

¶ We give to say ‘thank you’ to God for enriching our lives. 

¶ We give to share all that we have received from God. 

¶ We give to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus. 

¶ We give to share through the worship, fellowship, outreach and service of the Church. 

¶ We give to maintain and develop church buildings as places for worship, fellowship, outreach and service. 

¶ We give to provide ministers, deacons and other parish workers in all parts of Scotland. 

¶ We give to provide resources for our parish church. 

¶ We give to care for the most vulnerable in our society. 

¶ We give to continue our partnership with Churches in some of the poorest parts of the world. 

¶ We give to provide a Christian voice on the issues facing our society. 

¶ We give to enrich the lives of individuals and communities, the life of Scotland and the life of the world. 
 

Our giving makes a real difference! 
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Our vision 
The Church of Scotland seeks to inspire the people of Scotland and beyond with the Good News of 
Jesus Christ through enthusiastic worshipping, witnessing, nurturing and serving communities. 
 The Church of Scotland needs every member and adherent, everyone who is part of the 
Church, to give to fulfil this vision, which we believe is God’s purpose for us today. 
 

How should we give? 
The people of ancient Israel brought the ‘first fruits’ of the harvest as an offering to God ό5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅ нсΥ м-ммύΦ 
 

¶ Our giving should be a priority in our spending. 
The people of ancient Israel and the people of Jesus’ time were expected to give a tithe of their income as an 
offering to God ό9ȊǊŀ нΥ сф ŀƴŘ !Ŏǘǎ ммΥ нт-олύΦ 
 

¶ Our giving should be proportionate to our income. 
The poor widow put two small copper coins in the temple treasury ό[ǳƪŜ нмΥ м-пύΦ  She wasn’t being mean: it was 
all the money she had—truly sacrificial giving. 
 

¶ Our giving should be generous, even sacrificial. 
Jesus rebuked those who were selfish and unwilling to share their wealth (Luke 12: 13-21). The first Christians 
displayed a willingness to share – surrendering individual possessions for the common good ό!Ŏǘǎ нΥ по-пт ŀƴŘ пΥ 
он -отύ and helping to support poorer congregations όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ уΥ м-мрύΦ 
 

¶ Our giving should display our willingness to share what we have to fulfil God’s purposes in his world. 
 

In practical terms … 
 
The Church of Scotland encourages us to give in a committed way – either by using offering envelopes or by setting 
up a standing order from our bank accounts to our congregation’s bank account. 
 The Church of Scotland encourages us, if we pay tax, to sign a Gift Aid Declaration.  This increases the value 
of our offering by 25% as the congregation can reclaim the tax we have already paid on the money we are giving. 
 The Church of Scotland encourages us to consider making a gift to the Church in our Wills – either to our 
congregation, or to the work of one of the Councils and Committees of the General Assembly, e.g. Ministries, 
Social Care, World Mission.  Over the years, legacies have provided much needed extra money for the work of the 
Church—local, national, global. 
 The National Stewardship Programme invites ALL OF US to REVIEW our giving and, if possible, INCREASE 
our offering to God for the work of his Church.  Every congregation is expected to participate in this programme. 
Ask your elder or minister what will be happening in your congregation. 
 

[ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 
[ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜΦ 

IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

 
The Church of Scotland, Stewardship and Finance Department, 121 George Street Edinburgh EH2 4YN 

 

Thanks from Romania for Shoe Box 
 
Tom and Mary Sherratt, Palmer Road received the following thank you Christmas card from Fam 
Paval 
 

“From home to home, and heart to heart, from one place to another, the warmth and joy of 
Christmas brings us closer to each other”. 
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Snow last year, gales this year— the old Kirk stands firm! 

Christmas Card Competition Winners 

Primary 1 & 2:  1 Jay Tillbrook 
   2 Catherine ewis 
   3 Christopher Reid 
 
Primary 3 & 4  1 Katy Reid 
   2 Emma Sullivan 
   3 Nicholas Reid 
 
Primary 5, 6 & 7 1. Lauren Whyte 
   2 Emily Dick 
   3 Kirsten Sanders 
 

Thank you to all who participated in the competition and congratulations to the winners whose cards are 
featured below. 

Jay Tillbrook Katy Reid Lauren Whyte 
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65th Edinburgh (Currie) Company 
(Registered Charity No. SCO34640) 

O n 11 December 2011, after a special 
service in the Kirk— one of the 

65th’s first Queen’s Men—Norman 
MacKelvey—shown here in the middle of 
the photograph—unveiled a board 
containing the names of its Queen’s Men 
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of 
the Company.  A special commemorative 
mug was also commissioned and all Boys 
and officers in the Company received one. 
 An invitation is extended to all who 
would like to view the board to come along 
any Friday evening to meet with the 
Company from 7 pm to 9.15 pm.  The 
Company now looks forward to serving the 
Boys in Currie and surrounding areas for 
another 50 years together with the support 
of the Congregation. 

 Heriot-Watt Anniversary Service 
 

Sunday 5 February @ 10 am in Currie Kirk 
 

T he Heriot Watt University’s Annual Anniversary Service, commemorating the granting of the Charter in 1966, 
takes place in Currie Kirk on Sunday 5 February.  Preaching the sermon this year will be John Lennox, 

Professor of Mathematics at the University of Oxford and Fellow in Mathematics and the Philosophy of Science at 
Green Templeton College.  He has built up a considerable reputation for vigorous yet gracious engagement on 
questions of science and faith, and is an enjoyable and engaging speaker. 
 This important event in the life of Currie Kirk is one which we look forward to each year, with its long 
history of inspired preaching and musical celebration.   
 

2012 Chaplaincy Annual Lecture  
 

άD¦bbLbD Chw Dh5Υ ²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘέ 
 

Monday 6th February 2012, 6.30pm, followed by refreshments at 7.45pm 
James Watt Centre I, Edinburgh Campus 

 

P rofessor Lennox will also give the 2012 Chaplaincy Annual Lecture.  He has lectured extensively around the 
world, and has debated many of the “new atheists” such as Richard Dawking and Christopher Hitchens, the 

political writer and broadcaster who died in December 2011.  Professor Lennox is the author of “God’s Undertaker” 
and “God and Stephen Hawking”. A warm welcome from the University awaits our members at this Lecture. 
 

CǊƻƳ ƭ-ǊΥ Brian Porteous, Alan Ramsay, Michael Knott, Andy Bogle, Norman 
MacKelvey, John Reynolds, Jamie Smith, Stuart McGowan, Greg Johnston,  

Niall Smith, John Peden and in the front Staff Sergeant Cameron Bogle. 
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Christmas Fair 2011 
  

T he Hospitality Committee organised this event on 3 December and are delighted to report that a total in 
excess of £2,000 was raised over two hours.  The money was divided equally between Bethany; Cookers for 

Christmas; Down’s Syndrome Lothian; and Gate 55 at Wester Hailes, all of whom are very grateful. 
 The Fair was officially opened by Margaret Douglas, a lady well known in our village, who carried out her 
duties most graciously.  Dudley Williams entertained everyone on the Keyboard, with festive music— a joy to listen 
to.  The Committee is very grateful to them for giving of their time so willingly.  Many people gave generously to fill 
the stalls and others manned the “stampede“ of shoppers. 
 It is impossible for me to name individually everyone who helped at the Christmas Fair, but be assured you 
are very much appreciated, without your support this event could not take place and we would not be able to help 
the charities who need it most. 
 Thank you to all who gave of their time and talents to make the Christmas Fair an outstanding success. 
 Agnes Barr 

5ŜŀǊ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊƛŜ YƛǊƪ 
 
²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛƴŘ ƎƛƊ ǿŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-ǾŜƎŜǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŜǇǊƻǎȅ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻƴ 
нфǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлммΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ǳǊǊƛŜ YƛǊƪΩΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ¦YΦ  hǳǊ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ŜǇǊƻǎŀǊƛǳƳΩǎ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΦ 
aŀȅ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦ 
¸ƻǳǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ 
 
IŀŜōǳǎ { ±ŜǘƘŀōƻǘƘŀƎŜƳΣ  
aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΦ 
 
Above is a copy of an email received from St. Luke’s Leprosarium.  You may remember about 8 years ago following 
their visit to the Leprosarium, Gordon MacKinlay and his wife Jennifer gave us a very interesting talk and 
presentation in the Church one Sunday morning.  Colin and Isabel Sharp, former members of our church, also visited 
the Leprosarium and on their return spoke to the Guild.  Currie Kirk then embarked on various fund raising activities 
and since then we have hosted at various times throughout each year four breakfasts and dinners, plus our Boys’ 
Brigade Company also hosted a breakfast and dinner each year from funds raised through one of their ‘Praise 
Evenings’. 
 The St. Luke’s Leprosarium is situated in a highly endemic area where leprosy is prevalent.  Founded by 
Dr. Vedabodagam in 1954 it is run by the Thoothukudi-Nazareth Diocese of Church of South India (CSI).  100% of the 
expenses are met by donors and well-wishers.  
 The Leprosarium offers free treatment to the sufferers of leprosy without any distinction of caste, creed or 
religion. Thousands are treated as outpatients and about one hundred as inpatients.  Leprosy patients lose 
sensitivity in their hands and feet and sometimes the leprosy can cause blindness.  St Luke’s offers shelter to such 
desperately disabled patients and they are cared for at the Leprosarium for life. 

Hogmanay Charity Ceilidh Thanks 
 

T he Hogmanay Charity Ceilidh in the Gibson Craig Hall raised the sum of £1,143 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  Many thanks to all those who attended, donated raffle prizes and home-baking, helped to serve and 

clear up - a good time was had by all!    
Viola MacPhail 
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The Church of Scotland Guild 

T he Church of Scotland Guild begins 2012 in celebratory mode for this year marks its 125th anniversary.  It is a 
magnificent milestone to reach— particularly in today’s age where the pace of change accelerates every year 

and society is expected to follow.  
 The Guild shares the same founder as [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƪ, the magazine of the Church of Scotland: the visionary 
Victorian, the Rev Professor Archibald Charteris who launched the Guild eight years after [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƪ.  His third 
legacy to the Church, which also survives to this day, was, of course, the Daiconate. 
 Like his vision for [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƪ, of a journal which would allow the Church to communicate effectively, 
Charteris, a strong supporter of the work of women in the Church, faced ridicule and scorn on the floor of the 
Assembly over his plans and had to battle passionately for both support and recognition for the fledgling organisation. 
 As with any new initiative, the dream faltered a little initially.  The introduction of a Guild Supplement to [ƛŦŜ 
ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƪ brought support for the innovative organisation, but it was not until Charteris’ wife Katy took over the 
editing of the Supplement that it appeared to capture the imagination and the membership swelled. 
 Initially founded to bring more women into the Church, the Guild has proved to be its enduring conscience 
and backbone.  It has stood the test of time—embracing social change and simply doing what it does best: actively 
working and campaigning for a better world in Christ’s name—effectively captured in the Guild motto: “Whose we are 
and Whom we serve.” 
 The Guild has quietly raised millions of pounds for worthy causes, both at home and overseas.  Whether this 
is practical help for local communities at a congregational level, or speaking out against injustice such as the boycott 
of oranges from South Africa in protest at Apartheid or the trafficking of women and children at a national and 
international level, the Guild continues to be an important and uniting presence within the Church of Scotland. 
 Where once the Guild would be parodied by scornful Scottish comedians as little more than a bunch of tea-
making women (which was never an accurate or realistic depiction) today the organisation (which has embraced men 
within its membership since 1997) commands respect at the highest level of government because of its compassion 
and understanding of issues of injustice. 
 The Guild has evolved to become a source of great strength and importance not only across Scotland but 
around the world and we should give thanks for this gift from God which has proved to be such an enduring legacy for 
our Church. 
 
Published in January 2012 edition of Life and Work 

The Currie Kirk Guild Christmas Party 

The June Wedding 

A fter our enjoyable Christmas Party, the New Year started 
for the Guild on 17 January when our guest was Jane 

Freshwater who spoke about Botanical Gardens.  We continue 
with two meetings in February.  The first is on Tuesday 
7 February at 10am when the speaker is Fraser Paterson from 
the Autistic Society.  The second is on Tuesday 21 February at 
7.30pm when Jenny Calcott from Queensbury House is our 
speaker. 
 On the 6 March at 3pm in the Gibson Craig Hall 
we are holding a Daffodil Tea in aid of our project 

"Terrify No More" Cambodia.  Entertainment will be provided by Dudley Williams at 
the piano and his wife Elma.  Tickets at the cost of £3 will be available in February 
from any committee member and I hope you will support this worthy cause. 
 
Margaret Ullathorne 
Guild President  

Miss March 

 

Miss July 
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Clipboard Electronic Version  
 

C lipboard is now available in glorious colour on the Currie Kirk website, and if you want to 
look back at some earlier editions they are there as well. In fact, you can see the latest 

Clipboard on the website before it is even printed! If you would like to do this and stop taking 
the paper version of Clipboard please advise the Church Office. We would very much 
encourage you to do this as it reduces paper and printing costs and is good for the environment. 
Each month you will be advised by email that the latest Clipboard is available on the website.  So 
why not just send an email to the Office requesting the electronic version of Clipboard or phone Val Reid at the 
Office during office hours? Email address currie_kirk@btconnect.com telephone no 0131 451 5141. 

 

Please note the email address for articles for Clipboard next month— 
All articles should be sent to the Kirk Office.   

 

Care Van Tea Party 
 

O n the 15th October, several “Ten Year Veterans” from Currie Kirk were invited to attend a special Tea Party at 
Polwarth Parish Church, basically to be thanked for volunteering their services to the Care Van which serves 

the homeless in Edinburgh.  Bill and Elizabeth Wood, Jim Ure and Gordon Clephane were among 80 people who 
attended a rather flash spread (see picture below) of sandwiches and cakes served on tables adorned with pristine 
white tables cloths, large purple bows and celebratory balloons.  The thank you celebrated over 800 years of 
volunteering by those in attendance.  Alan Berry and his wife Anne were guests of honour and Alan spoke about the 
origins of Bethany Christian Trust, which was set up in 1983, when Alan was the minister of South Leith Baptist 
Church, in response to the needs of the many homeless and vulnerable people he confronted daily.  In actual fact, 
the first caravan went out 30 years ago, in 1981, in the form of a car and a trailer – a far cry from the fully equipped, 
modern van, which now serves the homeless 365 days a year. 
 Entertainment in the afternoon was provided by a 
male-voice choir who sang in harmony a variety of songs, from 
the present and the past.  They were excellent—my favourite 
was the Tony Christie classic, “Is this the way to Amarillo” 
which both Jim and Bill picked up on, so don’t be surprised if 
it’s included in the Kirk Singers repertoire at a future date.  The 
food was served by several delightful teenagers from Currie 
Community High school who received a round of applause for 
their splendid efforts.  It was a fantastic afternoon which 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. 

Gordon Clephane. 

Snack Lunches are open every Tuesday from 12 noon to 1.30pm in the Gibson Craig 

Hall, serving delicious home-made soup and baking, with all proceeds going to charity.   

All are welcome!    Contact Viola MacPhail 449 4664  

 

 
 

Kidz@ Currie ended their year as always with their nativity play.  This year one of our girls, Lauren Whyte, 

suggested that we do it through the eyes of the animals.  For the second year our script was written by Elaine Rae who 
took on board the challenge and penned ‘Animal Capers’.  The children always enjoy their few minutes of fame and, 
from the comments received the congregation enjoyed watching it.  Thank you to Lauren for the suggestion, thank you 
to Elaine for the wonderful script and thank you to all who took part for another great performance. 

Kidz@Currie started back on 8 January and we look forward to another year of sharing the stories of the Bible.  

Norma Beattie 

mailto:currie_kirk@btconnect.com
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Family News 

Obituary: WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜέ 

 όWƻƘƴ ммΥнрύ 

Mrs Jean Lindsay, 19 Corslet Road 

Mrs Joyce Nevin, 134 Cockburn Crescent 

Mrs Marion Richmond, 37 Riccarton Grove  

Mrs Pam Skeoch, 3 Stewart Avenue 
 

 

Baptisms WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜέ 
 ό[ǳƪŜ муΥмсύ 
 
Lewis William Bowerman, 19 Marchbank Gardens  

Reuben Alexander Corson, 3 Juniper Lea  
 

 
Congratulations to: 
 
Gordon MacKinlay on his OBE for services to Paediatric Surgery in the New Year’s Honours;  
 
and to: 
 
Roddy & Betty Macdonald, Cherry Tree Loan, on the birth of their grandson—Roderick John Paulin 

Ron & Brenda, Dow, Thomson Drive, on the birth of their granddaughter—Isla Claire Dow 

Dawn & Christopher Thomson, Easter Currie Court on the birth of their son—Matthew Alexander,  

 a grandson for Martin & Christine Wilson, Riccarton Mains Road 

Fiona & Eddie Pigott, Riccarton Drive on the birth of their granddaughter—Lily Skye Reynolds, a great 
 granddaughter for Margaret & Angus Douglas, Cherry Tree View 

 

D onations for flowers may be sent to Mrs Erica Porteous, 2 Pentland View, Currie, or left at the Church Office 
or in the Elder’s Box of Bill Porteous in the Link Building, and any cheques made payable to Currie Kirk 

Flower Fund.  Erica can be contacted on 449 6894 for any further information regarding donations. 

February Flower List 
5th February 2012 
George & Alan Forsyth, 71 Forthview Crescent 
Mr & Mrs I Mathieson, 64 Riccarton Mains Road 
Mrs B Chambers, 14 Nether Currie Road 
 

12th February 
Mrs M Beveridge, 55 Weaversknowe Crescent 
Mrs M Brown, 12 Riccarton Drive 
Mrs A Donald, 60 Weaversknowe Crescent 
Mr & Mrs T Gatenby, 50 Riccarton Mains Road 

19th February 
Mrs G Simpson, 27 Riccarton Avenue 
 
26th February 
Mrs E Chadwick, 16 Stewart Crescent 
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 WHO’S WHO 

Name Contact Meeting Day Telephone No 

Minister Rev Lezley J Stewart, The Manse 

43 Lanark Road West 

lezleystewart@btinternet.com 

 449 4719 

Pastoral Associate  Margaret Gordon  449 2554 

Currie Kirk Church Office 

(Scottish Charity No. SC001554) 

Gibson Craig Hall, Lanark Road West, 
Currie, EH14 5NY 

Secretary: Val Reid 

e-mail currie_kirk@btconnect.com  

Monday 12 Noon—2.30 pm 

Thursday 9.00— 11.30 pm 

Friday 12.15– 2.30 pm 

451 5141 

  

Session Clerk Grant Gordon 

email: gggordon@btinternet.com 

 449 2554 

Treasurer Neil Beattie 38 Newmills Crescent 

e-mail N31LBT@blueyonder.co.uk 

 449 2792 

Gift Aid Treasurer Ron Dow 48 Thomson Drive 

ronedow@blueyonder.co.uk 

 538 2313 

Weddings/Funeral Officer Sandy Harper 16 Pentland View  449 4258 

Organist Contact Church Office  451 5141 

Gibson Craig Hall Caretakers & 
Bookings 

May and Bill Sutherland 

56 Thomson Crescent 

 449 7747 

Hospital Transport Coordinator Elizabeth Wood  538 0363 

Kirk House Bookings Catherine Crawford  449 4312 

Life and Work Alastair Hardie  453 3556 

Magazine Distributor Jean Dick   449 6374 

Boys’ Brigade Captain  Jim Webber : Anchors/Juniors 

Company/Seniors 

Thursday 6.00/7.00 pm 

Friday 7.00-9.15/10.00 pm 

451 5112   

Mini Bus Sunday lift organiser Jean Pringle  449 7716 

Mini Bus Bookings Isobel Webber  451 5112 

Banner Group Janet Robertson Thursday 441 1499 

Care Van Fiona Pigott Once a month 466 1459 

Pastoral Visitors Sandra Cranford  449 4639 

Currie Kirk Singers Tom Masson Various 449 2561 

Festival Choir Margaret Douglas As Arranged 449 2092 

Guild Margaret Ullathorne Tuesday 449 3665 

Kidz@Currie Norma Beattie Sunday 449 2792 

Walking Group Rena Milligan Last Sunday of each month 449 2017 

Currie Kirk is a registered Charity (Scottish Charity No. SC001554) 

Clipboard 
 

C lipboard can now be found on the Currie Kirk Website with one click to http://www.curriekirk.org/clipboard/ - 
why not mark it as a favourite.  Articles for the March issue with the theme Spring, using a Word attachment, 

should be sent by email to the Kirk Office—currie_kirk@btconnect.com by 16 February. 


